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SAN BA3T0LQ RA^Ch. 
2apat&,   Zapata County,  Texas. 

Pa"blo Coranado 

Sate  Of grectiont     1867-76 

Architects    Luis  Outierres 

Builder:    Luis autierres 

Present  Conditions    Poor 

Number of Stories;    One 

lftaterftala „of Constructions     Sandstone,   cypress,   oak and mesquite. 

Other Existing Records;    Hone 

AfrUtionaX Bafta* 

The group today consists of five "buildings, all standing 
and habitable. Three of the original "buildings are now in complete 
ruins. Both flat and pitched roofs occured on the "buildings, the 
flat roofs being built of native concrete known as "Chipichil"; the 
pitched roofs were covered with hand split cypress shingles. These 
buildings were built from January 1st, 1867 to June 16, 1876 by Luis 
Gutierres and his followers. 

3apata was one of the main ports of entry into Mexico 
from the middle to the latter part of the nineteenth century. The 
old custom house was located about a Quarter of a mile "Zest of San 
Bartolo Ranch* The only existing ferry for many miles either up or 
down the Bio Grande River was located at this place. People from 
points as far away as Corpus Christ! came here to enter Kexico* 

The present International bridge is located about two 
miles east of old San Bartolo, connecting the towns of Sapata on the 
American side and Guerreo on the ilexloan side. Zapata is about one 
mils east of the bridge, while Guerrero is seven miles southwest in 
iiexico. 

(Phia part of Sapata County is one of the few localities, 
either up"or down the river on both sides, which still celebrates 
San Juan's Say on June 24th. San Juan was the patron saint of the 
"cabalerros*1 or cowboys. 
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In 1913 and 1914, just prior to and during the last major 
Mexican revolution, approximately seventy five per cent of the pop- 
ulation of the little town of Guerreo migrated to the United States 
and settled in and around Zapata. ?hey have never gone back; con- 
sequently the little town of Guerreo is greatly a "ghost" town* 

The architectural features of San Bartolo are practically 
rspititions of the Llexican architecture in Guerrero. San Bartolo 
was one of the first Mexican settlements in the United States. 

Two houses of the group have rafter inscriptions as follows: 
Se Edeifico Esta Casa el 1 Be Sneio de 1867 Sirvo Ami Deueno T la 
HOaora (3?his huilding of this house the 1st of January 1867, Serving 
the honor of my master. ) Oe  12difico esta Casa el Dia de 16th Junio 
en el and de 1876 sirvo ami deueno, (This "building of this house the 
16th day of June in the year of 1876 serving my  master) Signature of 
Luis Sutierres. 

■Shis  information was secured from Carlista Gutierres of 
Zapata, Texas. 
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